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Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario

PROVINCIAL MAP

Ontario Appellations

Ontario
Appellation

Overview
Mapping terroirs of distinction

Viticulture in Ontario is intimately and 

dynamically related to terroir – to a sense of 

place. The physical features of land and 

climate – the nuances of soil and sun; the 

minerality and taste characteristics of diverse 

landscapes – influence the choice of vine 

cultivars and viticultural practices across 

Ontario and create unique conditions for the 

production of grapes and wine. As wineries 

and winemakers cultivate, interpret and 

elaborate terroir through wine production, 

they, in turn, shape our tastes and interaction 

with the land.

Ontario has so far identified four primary 

Viticultural Areas or appellations of origin: 

Niagara Peninsula, Lake Erie North Shore, 

Pelee Island, and Prince Edward County. 

Within the Niagara Peninsula appellation, 

decades of grape growing experience and 

extensive geographical research has identified 

ten distinct growing areas. These sub- 

appellations include areas on the plains close 

to Lake Ontario and the benchlands of the 

Niagara Escarpment.

NOTABLE FEATURES

Wine-producing grapes only grow in two geographical belts around the globe – one just 

north of the equator, and one a little bit south of it. These are the only areas with the right 

mixture of sun, rain, and temperature. 

Ontario's wine appellations sit in the middle of the northern grape growing belt at latitudes 

between 41° and 44° north. 

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY

NIAGARA PENINSULA

LAKE ERIE NORTH SHORE

PELEE ISLAND
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PROVINCIAL MAP

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY Effectively manage the appellation system while encouraging continuous improvements in wine quality.   

Communicate the VQA assurance of origin and authenticity to consumers.

Mission: 

Integrity and Fairness

VQA Ontario will carry out its statutory authority 

with transparency and fairness, and strive to uphold 

high ethical standards.

Responsiveness and
 

Communications

VQA Ontario will conduct its operations openly, 

providing its members and the public access to 

information and timely responses to inquiries.  It 

will adopt and implement appropriate policies to 

respect the confidentiality of its members and 

stakeholders.  It will promote the value and  

benefits of VQA wines to consumers.

Values:  

Consumers will use VQA appellations as their guide to buying authentic wines of origin and quality. 

Vision: 

Firmness and  

Responsibilty

VQA Ontario will discharge its regulatory responsibilities 

firmly to ensure VQA terms, descriptions and designa-

tions are not misused and consumers can rely on label 

integrity for all VQA wines. 

Accountability 
VQA Ontario will be accountable for its decisions  

and promote effective and fair dispute mediation  

to resolve conflict.

Effectiveness
VQA Ontario will strive to carry out efficient and  

cost-effective operations, and continue to pursue  

service improvements in all areas of operations. 
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As I come to the end of my first year 

as Chair of the VQA Ontario Board 

of Directors, I am pleased with the 

progress that continues to be made 

towards recognizing our appellations.  

Consumers’ interest in where their 

food and wine comes from is growing 

and both consumers and wineries can 

benefit from the appellation system in 

place in Ontario.   VQA wines continue 

to be very successful in the marketplace, even with 

economic uncertainty, and appellations are part of 

the story.

Last fall, VQA Ontario hosted a media tour for writers 

from across Canada to raise awareness about  

appellations and sub-appellations and introduce 

key media to the educational resources that are 

now available.  The feedback from this event was 

very positive and is a good indication that the wine 

press is interested in the origin of Ontario wines.  

I am glad to see that the wine trade - wineries, 

sommeliers, retailers and educators - are taking 

advantage of this interest in origin and commu-

nicating the special link between place and the 

unique character of wines that come from Ontario’s 

appellations.  VQA Ontario provides a number of 

supports to these efforts, including comprehensive 

appellation resources on our website for use by 

Message from the Chair  

wineries, media and consumers.  I encourage everyone 

to use these resources to broaden their understanding 

of our appellations and pass the knowledge along.    

There have been substantial changes in the wine 

industry recently and the industry continues to evolve 

and grow.  Amid these changes, VQA Ontario aims to 

maintain a steady focus on appellation.  The vision that 

appellation, quality and integrity will be the foundation 

for consumer trust in VQA Ontario, and for loyalty to 

VQA wines, will continue to guide us.  I hope that will 

in turn provide a strong foundation for the local wine 

industry to succeed.  

I thank my fellow Directors on the Board of VQA  

Ontario for their diligence and feedback that ensures 

this organization is well governed and accountable.  

They, along with VQA Ontario’s committees and staff, 

have been invaluable in supporting our objectives.  We 

will continue to work with our partners in government 

and industry to provide consumers with a credible 

system to identify wines of origin and build the integrity 

of Ontario’s wine appellations.   

 

 

Ken Douglas 

President and Chair
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This past year, the Ministry of Consumer 

Services carried out a comprehensive 

review of the regulatory model under which 

VQA Ontario operates.  As a delegated 

administrative authority, VQA Ontario is an 

independent corporation which exercises 

delegated authority from the Province to 

administer and enforce the VQA Act.  VQA 

Ontario is managed with input from the 

wine industry but is ultimately account-

able to the Province and the public.  

I am pleased to report that the review found VQA 

Ontario to be “a focused and well run organization” 

and that no specific recommendations were made 

for changes to VQA Ontario’s operating standards or 

procedures.  The review did however suggest the 

development of additional performance measures to 

enhance accountability to government and these will 

be implemented over the next year.  

VQA Ontario’s core business activities of wine 

testing, label review and audit and enforcement 

remain a top priority for the staff organization.  Last 

year saw continued growth in VQA wine sales with a 

corresponding growth in the number of wineries 

producing appellation wines and increase in the 

volume of wines evaluated and audits and inspec-

tions conducted.  

In line with the Province’s Open for Business policies, 

VQA Ontario implemented a major systems upgrade 

to replace its manual processing of wine approvals 

applications with an online system.  Wineries are now 

able to apply and monitor the status of their wines online.  

The new system streamlines the approvals process, 

reduces paperwork and provides wineries with better 

access and the potential to manage their wine approvals 

more effectively.  It will also allow VQA Ontario to 

generate more comprehensive statistics in the future. 

In the fall of 2009, VQA Ontario welcomed Susan 

Piovesan as a new staff member.  Susan brings much 

needed support with responsibilities in winery inspection 

and online systems management.  More details on 

activities and statistics on production and compliance are 

found later in this report.  

As always, I am grateful for the direction and support 

provided by VQA Ontario’s Chair, Ken Douglas and his 

colleagues on the Board of Directors.  The Board has 

brought their collective wisdom to bear on a number of 

complex issues this year and are fulfilling their leadership 

role to ensure the continued integrity of our appellation 

system.  And to my small staff, and all those who assist 

us, you are most appreciated!   I especially want to thank 

the Quality Assurance staff at LCBO for all their hard 

work and patience in implementing our new online 

approvals system.

 

Laurie Macdonald 

Executive Director

Executive Director’s Report



6             Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario

Organization Profile 

VQA Ontario was incorporated on November 26, 

1998 as a not-for-profit corporation to prepare for 

the implementation of the Vintners Quality Alliance 

Act, 1999.  The VQA Act gained royal assent on 

May 4, 1999 and was proclaimed into law on June 

29, 2000.  VQA Ontario is designated as Ontario’s 

wine authority under the Act and is responsible for 

administering the VQA Act and its regulations under 

a detailed agreement with the Minister of Consumer 

Services.  

The VQA Act establishes an “Appellation of Origin” 

system by which consumers can identify quality 

wines made in Ontario based on the origin of  

grapes used, production methods and other  

standards.   Wines produced in accordance with 

VQA regulations may apply for approval and, if  

successful, are entitled to use the terms, designa-

tions and descriptions regulated under the Act.  

In addition to its primary mandate to administer and 

enforce standards under the VQA Act, VQA Ontario 

is also committed to work with other stakeholders to 

promote a better understanding of VQA wines,  

Ontario’s wine appellations and the appellation system.    

This includes providing educational materials and  

participating in national and international activities 

related to wine standards and trade.  

VQA Ontario is governed by a Board of Directors 

comprised of nine members elected from its winery 

members, three members appointed from the Ontario 

Government, the Grape Growers of Ontario and the 

Ontario Restaurant, Hotel and Motel Association, and 

a Past-Chair.  The governance structure reflects the 

principles of self-management, with industry represen-

tatives comprising a majority of the Board of Directors 

with additional representation ensuring balance and 

accountability.  Members of the Board of Directors are 

listed inside the back cover.

Operations are run by a small permanent staff with 

assistance provided by the Liquor Control Board of 

Ontario on a contract for service basis. 
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Public and Government of Ontario
 Minister of Consumer Services

VQA Ontario Board of Directors

Standards Development 
Committee

Winery Members Input

Executive Committee
Nominating Committee

Finance and Audit Committee

Inspectors and  
administrative staff

Executive Director
Contracted Services
•Taste Panels
• Laboratory 
• Audit
• Icewine Monitoring



LAKE ONTARIO

LINCOLN LAKESHORE

CREEK SHORES
BEAMSVILLE BENCH

Activity Review

VQA Ontario’s performance goals include upholding the provisions of the VQA Act and regulations and enhancing recognition 

and understanding of the VQA appellation system with a focus on origin, quality and integrity.  The following reports activities 

during the period April 1, 2009 to March 31, 2010.

Membership
110 wineries were registered as participants in the 

VQA program at the end of March 2010.  These 

included 5 large wineries (sales of over 750,000  

litres of VQA wines) 20 medium class wineries 

(sales of 100,000 to 750,000 litres of VQA wines) 

and 85 small wineries (sales of up to 100,000 litres 

of VQA wines).  Moderate increases in membership 

are expected to continue over the next few years.   

Regular member communications ensured wineries 

were kept up to date on VQA Ontario’s policies and 

procedures.

Product Approvals
1433 applications for approval to use the VQA 

designation and descriptive terms regulated under 

the VQA Act were processed.  Each wine must 

successfully complete comprehensive quality 

assurance testing including a taste test, laboratory 

analysis and packaging review.  Approvals were 

granted for 1337 wines, and denied for 96.  

The second phase of a secure online system 

(known as ‘WAS’) for processing wine approval 

applications was launched in April 2009.  Phase 1 

introduced online applications and Phase 2 added 

online tracking and reporting of results.  This major 

project has resulted in better access and informa-

tion management for wineries and considerably 

reduced the paperwork burden.  It has also been 

used to improve timely communications with the 

regulated community.

Appellation Awareness
VQA Ontario participated in and supported a number 

of programs aimed at informing members, the public, 

consumers and industry groups about VQA appellations 

of origin, quality standards and the value of a regulated 

appellation system.  

A new dynamic website with greatly enhanced  

resources on appellation and comprehensive information 

on VQA and VQA wines was launched in early 2009 

and has been used to provide a strong platform for 

enhancing VQAO’s communications infrastructure.

Quality
VQA Ontario continued a two pronged program to  

support wineries in improving quality outcomes.   

The Winemakers Forum is a venue where winemakers 

share their experiences and best practices in an infor-

mal setting and discuss techniques that are especially  

successful in Ontario’s unique growing conditions.   

The second program provides statistics and analysis 

of results from the VQA taste panel and allows wineries 

to benchmark themselves and gain insight into how 

performance might be improved.

8             Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario
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FOUR MILE CREEK

NIAGARA LAKESHORE

NIAGARA
RIVER

Inspections and Audits
210 routine audits were conducted during 2009 

– 2010 to verify compliance with origin and  

production standards for all approved VQA wines.  

Each winery member was subject to an on-site 

audit on a 6 to 8 month interval, depending on  

their compliance record.  In addition, 144 random 

inspections were completed at the retail level, 

focused primarily on ensuring ongoing compliance 

with VQA packaging and labelling regulations.   

As a result of audits and inspections, follow up was 

conducted in 38 cases.  The majority of issues  

addressed were minor in nature. 

Enforcement
Most compliance issues were resolved with warnings 

and corrective actions.  VQA Ontario issued 2 compli-

ance orders in relation to a winery using regulated 

terms without approval.  Four charges were ultimately 

laid under the VQA Act in this case.  Details on 

enforcement activity are found later in this report.

Trade and Export Development
Along with stakeholders from industry and government, 

VQA Ontario continued to participate in discussions  

to promote recognition and acceptance of the VQA  

appellation standard and access to world markets.   

In 2009 this included participating in discussions to  

develop a national standard and regulatory regime 

for Icewine.  VQA Ontario provides an independent 

certification process required by the European Union 

as a condition of access to member states and also 

provides hygiene certificates for wines destined for 

Taiwan and China.  159 export certificates were issued 

last year.

Regulatory Review
Several regulatory amendments were completed in 

2009-2010 including changes to permitted  

bottle closures.

ACTIVITY SNAPSHOT 

4 new member wineries

1337 wines approved

93% success rate for wine approval  
applications

Chardonnay the top  production VQA  
varietal wine

159 export certificates issued

354 audits and inspections conducted

2 compliance orders issued 

Prince Edward
County

NOTABLE FEATURES
The broken limestone bedrock and stony soil of this 
appellation allows for excellent drainage in the spring 
and acts like a wet sponge throughout the growing 
season, forcing vines to grow deeper during the hot 
summer months and produce small yields with 
concentrated flavours.

Appellation Overview
Limestone bedrock, stony soils, low yields, excellent fruit concentration

STATISTICS
GROWING DEGREE DAYS (AVG.): N/A

FROST FREE DAYS: 143 (-2°C)

JULY MEAN TEMPERATURE: 19°C

GROW SEASON: April to October

PRECIPITATION: 757mm (year) 

COMMON VARIETALS: Pinot Noir, 
Chardonnay, Cabernet Franc

PREVIOUS YEAR TOTAL PRODUCTION: 3232
(9L cases)
NUMBER OF APPROVED WINES: 10

NUMBER OF WINERIES: 14

Prince Edward County is located at the eastern end of 

Lake Ontario, just south of Belleville, and encompasses 

the County, Amherst Island and a narrow strip of land 

to the north.

At a latitude of 44°N, this is Ontario’s most northern 

appellation and relies on the lake to provide a moderated 

and productive cool climate growing season. 

Much of the appellation, where most vineyards are 

located, is separated from the mainland by the Bay of 

Quinte and completely surrounded by the waters of Lake 

Ontario. Bays, inlets and coves surround ̀ `The County`` 

as it is known, creating more than 500 miles of shoreline, 

including the well known Sandbanks beach. 

Officially identified in 2007 as a VQA appellation of 

origin, Prince Edward County terroir features loose 

gravelly soil types that lay atop the broad Trenton 

limestone plateau. These soils provide good structure, 

ample drainage, shale and minerals for healthy 

development of vines and fruit with character. 

Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario
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Pelee Island

NOTABLE FEATURES

Pelee Island is the site of Canada’s first commercial 

winery, VinVilla, which began operations in 1866. 

A hundred years later, its vineyards of native grapes 

were replanted with premium Vitis Vinifera vines.Appellation Overview

Island breezes, warm summers, early harvest

STATISTICS

GROWING DEGREE DAYS (AVG.): 1592

FROST FREE DAYS: 195 (-2°C)

JULY MEAN TEMPERATURE: 23.2°

GROW SEASON: April to October

PRECIPITATION: 568mm (grow season)

COMMON VARIETALS: Pinot Noir, 

Cabernet Franc

PREVIOUS YEAR TOTAL PRODUCTION: 11000

(9L cases)

NUMBER OF APPROVED WINES: 5

NUMBER OF WINERIES: 1

Pelee Island, a small island of approximately 10 000 

acres, is Canada’s most southerly point at a latitude of 

N41°45’ and Canada’s smallest viticulture area. Situated 

in Lake Erie about 20 kilometres off the shoreline, Pelee 

Island enjoys the longest growing season of all appella-

tions in Ontario.

Warm breezes off of Lake Erie moderate summer and 

fall temperatures, and harvest usually begins two to 

three weeks earlier than in the other appellations – often 

in August. The long, warm growing season favours some 

varietals that are unusual for Ontario, including Tempra-

nillo. These unique conditions have ensured a long 

history of successful wine grape growing on the Island. 

LAKE ERIE

LAKE ERIE

PELEE

ISLAND

Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario
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Lake Erie

North Shore

NOTABLE FEATURES

Plantings in Lake Erie North Shore are well developed 

close to the Lake Erie shoreline, where topographic 

and climatic conditions are particularly favourable 

and support full and balanced ripening of grapes.

Appellation Overview

Cool lake breezes, abundance of sunshine, ripe fruit with good balance

STATISTICS

GROWING DEGREE DAYS (AVG.): 1476

FROST FREE DAYS: 172 (-2°C)

JULY MEAN TEMPERATURE: 22°

GROW SEASON: April to October

PRECIPITATION: 544mm (grow season)

COMMON VARIETALS: Cabernet Franc, 

Chardonnay, Pinot Gris

PREVIOUS YEAR TOTAL PRODUCTION: 44789

(9L cases)

NUMBER OF APPROVED WINES: 69

NUMBER OF WINERIES: 12

Located at a latitude of approximately N42° and stretch-

ing along the bow-shaped shoreline of Lake Erie from 

Amherstburg to Leamington, the Lake Erie North Shore 

appellation encompasses the vineyards in the 

southwestern extremity of Ontario. This favourable 

southerly location combined with the warming effect 

of the shallow waters of Lake Erie allow this appellation 

to enjoy a long growing season and promotes ripe fruit 

with a perfect balance between natural sweetness 

and acidity.

LAKE ERIE

PELEE ISLAND

Niagara

Peninsula

NOTABLE FEATURES

One of the deepest of the Great Lakes, Lake Ontario’s 

water mass moderates air temperatures year-round. 

In concert with the appellation’s second notable 

feature, the Niagara Escarpment, this shapes the 

perfect climate to nurture grape vines.

Appellation Overview

Diverse terroir, vin
e friendly m

icro climates, re
markably complex wines

STATISTICS

GROWING DEGREE DAYS (AVG.): 1413

FROST FREE DAYS: 198 (-2°C)

JULY MEAN TEMPERATURE: 22.3°

GROW SEASON: April to October

PRECIPITATION: 546mm (grow season) 

COMMON VARIETALS: Pinot Noir, 

Chardonnay, Cabernet Franc, Riesling

PREVIOUS YEAR TOTAL PRODUCTION: 998434

(9L cases)

NUMBER OF APPROVED WINES: 587

NUMBER OF WINERIES: 71

The Niagara Peninsula has the largest planted area of 

all viti
culture areas in Canada. Situated at approximately 

N43 latitude this prime and diverse appellation is charac-

terized by ric
h, fertile soils and unique microclimates, 

which provide ideal conditions for producing wine grapes 

with more complexity a
nd intense flavour than in many 

warmer climates.

The classic cool-climate varieties such as Riesling, 

Chardonnay, Gamay Noir, Pinot Noir and Cabernet Franc 

flourish here, and the region now boasts o
ver 32 thriving 

varietals across 1
3,600 acres. The Niagara Peninsula 

continues to shape a rapidly expanding premium wine 

industry 
in Canada as the home to approximately 85% 

of Ontario’s wineries.

LAKE ONTARIO

VINEMOUNT RIDGE

LINCOLN LAKESHORE

FOUR MILE CREEK

CREEK SHORES

SHORT HILLS 

BENCH

BEAMSVILLE BENCH
TWENTY MILE BENCH

ST. DAVID’S BENCH

NIAGARA LAKESHORE

NIAGARA

RIVER

Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario

APPELLATION OVERVIEW

www.vqaontario.ca
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Ontario’s VQA Wines – The Year in Review 

  Retail value ($) Retail value ($) % Change
  (2010)  (2009)

Winery Retail 98,610,285 86,858,572 +14

Licensees 42,136,457 41,252,326 +2

LCBO (shipped) 95,393,125 84,448,087 +13

Outside of Ontario 34,064,044 37,391,909 -9 
and miscellaneous  

Total 270,203,911 249,950,894 +8

By Retail Value

  Litres  Litres  % Change
  (2010)  (2009)

Winery Retail 4,761,605 4,041,111 +18

Licensees 2,854,605 2,813,432 +1

LCBO (shipped) 6,240,116 5,287,803 +18

Outside of Ontario  1,203,587 1,242,743 -3 
and miscellaneous 

Total 15,059,913 13,385,089 +13

By Volume

VQA Ontario Wine Sales - Year ending March 31, 2010
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VQA Wine Approvals and Production 

These figures are based on volumes declared at the time a wine is submitted for VQA approval 

(they do not include wines that are still in process or aging prior to submission for approval).

Total number of applications for VQA approval evaluated –  1,433

Total number of wines approved for VQA status –  1,337     

Total volume of approved wines –  1.86 million cases (16.7 million litres)

Total estimated grape tonnage used – 23,000 tonnes

Production at a glance

(April 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010)

Wine Category # of Products Volume Change from last year 
  (9L cases) (volume)

Table Wine 1,144 1,719,979 -13%

Icewine 130 101,165 -14%

Late Harvest     27      19,619  +29%

Other 36 21,785 -30%

Total 1,337 1,862,548 -13%

The table wine category includes all still wines but 

does not include sweet wines.  The overall produc-

tion of table wine was less than the previous year, 

possibly reflecting economic and industry condi-

tions and re-balancing production and sales.  The 

production of both white and red varietal wine was 

down significantly from the previous year.  Single-

varietal wines comprised 62% of all table wines, 

with dual and triple varietals at 31% and wines that 

do not declare grape varieties on the label making 

up the remaining 7% of table wines.     

Table wines

Chardonnay and Riesling continue to be the most 

popular white varietals based on volume.  There was 

a wide variation in the growth of specific single varietal 

wines as reported in the following table.  No clear trend 

can be identified in this year’s data, and some anoma-

lies may be due simply to the timing of wine approvals 

which fell just outside the year end reporting period.    

Wineries within the Niagara Peninsula are continuing 

to develop their use of sub-appellation labelling to give 

consumers more specific information about wine origin.  

Just over one third of all VQA wines that were approved 

in the past year specified a sub-appellation on the label.  



Single  
Varietal

Single Varietal Wines by Grape Variety 

Year ending March 31, 2010 Year over Year
% change
(volume)

Year ending March 31, 2009

Number of
approved wines

Volume
(9 L cases)

Number of
approved wines

Volume
(9 L cases)

WHITE WINES        
Chardonnay 165 231,876 198 397,089 -42%
Riesling 116 213,220 121 214,413 -1%
Sauvignon Blanc 52 71,361 48 68,360 +4%
Pinot Gris/Grigio 41 53,585 55 100,151 -46%
Vidal 22 51,304 28 33,707 +52%
Gewurztraminer 30 19,957 44 43,700 -54%    
TOTAL WHITE 426 641,303 494 857,420 -25%
RED WINES       
Merlot 80 102,390 66 125,060 -18%
Pinot Noir 90 86,744 76 83,763 +4%
Cabernet Franc 66 69,582 52 96,717 -28%
Cabernet Sauvignon 55 65,962 41 44,409 +49%
Baco Noir 27 32,192 37 81,367 -60%
Gamay 25 27,543 19 28,358 -3%
Shiraz/Syrah 32 16,699 23 19,041 -12%
TOTAL RED 375 401,112 314 478,715 -16%
OTHER (12 varietals) 53 25,366 50 27,207 -7%

TOTAL 854 1,067,781 858 1,363,342 -22%

Wine Production By Category
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Wine  
category

Sparkling and Fortified wines

Year ending March 31, 2010 Year over Year
% change
(volume)

Year ending March 31, 2009

Number of
approved wines

Volume
(9 L cases)

Number of
approved wines

Volume
(9 L cases)

Sparkling wines 27 19,487 15 14,837 +31%
Fortified wines 6 1,411 0 0 -

Wine  
category

Late Harvest wines  (including Botrytis affected wines)

Year ending March 31, 2010 Year over Year
% change
(volume)

Year ending March 31, 2009

Number of
approved wines

Volume
(9 L cases)

Number of
approved wines

Volume
(9 L cases)

Late Harvest 9 13,739 22 10,662 +29%

Select and Special 18 5,880 19 4,546 +29% 
Select Late Harvest  
TOTAL 27 19,619 41 15,208 +29%

* less than 5



Icewine

Single Varietal

Icewines by Variety

Year ending March 31, 2010 Year over Year
% change
(volume)

Year ending March 31, 2009

Number of
approved wines

Volume
(9 L cases)

Number of
approved wines

Volume
(9 L cases)

Vidal 46 75,096 46 83,064 -10%
Cabernet Franc 22 13,204 23 11,139 +19%
Riesling 21 5,522 26 13,027 -58%
Cabernet Sauvignon 13 3,417 7 1,281 +167%
Gewurztraminer 8 857 5 1,131 -24%
Other  8 1,733 10 1,618 +7%
TOTAL 118 99,829 117 111,260 -10%

14             Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario
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Vintage report 2009
Niagara Peninsula – Lake Erie North Shore – Pelee Island – Prince Edward County

Conditions
The 2009 vintage in Ontario’s wine appellations 

began with a snowy winter and wet spring in  

most of the wine-growing areas.  Except for some 

winter damage resulting from a cold snap in Lake 

Erie North Shore and Pelee Island, the vines came 

into the growing season in good health.  April was 

rainy and May drier but with slightly cooler than 

normal temperatures bringing a slow steady start  

to flowering.  

The summer saw normal temperatures and 

precipitation overall but the weather in July and 

August was starkly different.  July was cold and rainy 

with high precipitation in Prince Edward County and 

Niagara Peninsula.  Average temperatures were 2 to 3°C 

lower than normal across Southern Ontario.  August 

started out with rain and normal temperatures but by the 

end of the month the sun and warmth returned.  By the 

third week in August, it looked like the grapes would 

need a week or two of extra ripening time to fully mature.  

Warmer temperatures and sustained sunshine from late 

August through September made all the difference.   

Dry, warm and sunny conditions prevailed for almost a 

month, pushed ripening along, and harvest began just a 

few days later than normal.

2009 Vintage Estimates – Late Harvest and Icewine Juice

Variety

Vidal 127,810 531,808 -76 21,700 38,280 -43
Riesling 36,136 159,508 -77 8,085 14,530 -44
Cabernet Franc 24,424 170,325 -86 2,280 10,900 -79
Cabernet Sauvignon 21,069 41,684 -49 1,330 6,385 -79
Others  18,851 40,669 -54 3,068 3,850 -20
TOTAL 228,290 943,994 -76 36,463 73,945 -51

Icewine Juice (Litres) Late Harvest Juice (Litres)
 2009 Vintage 2008 Vintage % change 2009 Vintage 2008 Vintage % change



Harvest
The warm dry conditions in September were 

ideal for harvest.  White varieties and some earlier 

ripening red varieties were harvested throughout 

the month and winemakers were pleased with the 

quality of the grapes coming in.  Concerns about 

the effects of the cool summer months seemed to 

dissipate quickly with the long stretch of sun  

in September.  

October brought widely diverse circumstances 

within a normal average.  Temperatures cooled 

off quickly in early October, with isolated frost and 

precipitation interrupting harvest.  Wetter condi-

tions marked October in Lake Erie North Shore 

and Pelee Island.  Warmer temperatures followed, 

and harvest picked up quickly, but large week to 

week variations in temperature occured through-

out the month.  Many of the later ripening varieties 

remained on the vine at the end of October.

Harvest continued into November for later ripening 

reds.  By mid-month, the weather became more  

hospitable and the last of the harvest for table 

wines was completed by mid to late November.  

The cool October helped keep grapes left on the 

vine for Icewine and Late Harvest in good condition.   
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A significantly reduced tonnage of Icewine grapes was 

registered in 2009 – 1750 tonnes compared to 6500 

tonnes in 2008.  The volume of eligible Icewine juice 

from the 2009 vintage dropped to 228,000 litres to 

approximately one quarter of last year’s production and 

down to one fifth of the record production in 2006.

Wine Expectations
2009 should be a good vintage for all of the white 

varieties at which Ontario excels.  Conditions were right 

for Ontario’s signature Riesling with a clean balance of 

fruit and racy acidity.  The vintage provided excellent 

potential for Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Gris 

and Gewurztraminer - all should be capable of exhibiting 

the classic cool climate characteristics associated with 

these varieties.  

This vintage is also expected to produce excellent 

quality Pinot Noir and Gamay Noir, both varieties 

expressing themselves well in a cooler vintage.  2009 

was a bit more challenging for the longer ripening reds – 

Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon.  

These varieties will have benefited from crop thinning 

and extra care in the vineyard to ensure the grapes were 

fully mature at harvest.
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VQA Ontario enforces compliance with the VQA 

Act and regulations as its primary mandate.  The 

regulatory process starts with the monitoring of 

grape quality at harvest through independent sugar 

testing, regular auditing and reconciling of wine 

making processes, and record-keeping.  Once the 

wine is finished and submitted for VQA approval, 

taste tests, laboratory tests and label reviews are 

completed.  Only after having successfully com-

pleted this process can a wine receive approval 

and be released for sale, using designated terms 

and descriptions.  

Last year, VQA Ontario conducted 210 full on-site 

audits, taking from 1 to 3 days each and an ad-

ditional 144 random, unannounced retail inspec-

tions at winery retail stores and LCBO stores.   As 

a result of these activities, a number of problems 

were uncovered and corrected,.  A few cases 

were discovered where wineries were selling wines 

before approval but most related to minor labelling 

violations such as placement of variety names, or 

graphic discrepancies with the VQA logo.  

Enforcement Activity

VQA Ontario also conducts random Quality Assurance 

Reviews on VQA wines to ensure ongoing product 

integrity.  This involves selecting approved wines on a 

random basis from a retail setting and re-testing these 

wines.  Results from this process are used to verify 

that the wine in the bottle is the same wine that was 

approved.  

The overall level of compliance with VQA regulations 

within Ontario continues to be very good.  The major-

ity of infractions are relatively minor and many are 

uncovered and corrected before products reach the 

consumer market.   Winery compliance with correc-

tion requests is excellent and few infractions require 

enforcement action to achieve compliance. 

Investigations led to two compliance orders being is-

sued to a non-participating winery related to the use of 

VQA regulated terms without approval.  These orders 

eventually led to charges being laid under the VQA Act 

and resulted in two convictions and a fine of $10,000.
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Resourcing
VQA Ontario is funded by its member wineries 

through sales levies and fees for service.  It con-

tinues to seek out ways to maximize the efficiency 

of service delivery, including sharing services with 

other agencies.  VQA Ontario acknowledges the 

Liquor Control Board of Ontario for its assistance 

and cooperation in providing contracted services 

that increase VQA Ontario’s efficiency in performing 

its regulatory role.

Financial Summary  
This summary is drawn from the auditor’s report 

and financial statements for the year ended  

March 31, 2010.   

Expenditures exceeded revenue by $26,874 for the 

year ended March 31, 2010.  This operating deficit 

is part of a longer term plan to move towards a 

stable break even budget and a sustainable fee  

structure.  Total revenue was $1,186,878 compared 

to total expenses of $1,213,752.  Net assets carried 

forward are $453,610, down from $480,484 in 2009, 

reflecting capital expenditures on the new online  

approvals system and the operating deficit.  Net assets 

include restricted funds in the amount of $200,000 that 

are allocated to a legal contingency fund as well as 

general operating contingencies.   

Revenue for fiscal 2010 was derived primarily from 

member bottle fees ($727,044) and approval fees 

($321,645).

Total expenditures for the year were $1,213,752 with 

major expenses including wine approvals and quality 

monitoring ($408,098), public education and appellation 

projects ($268,984) and employee costs ($327,381).      

Financial Report
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Financial Statements

Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario

March 31, 2010
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Statement of Financial Position

The accompanying notes 
form an integral part of 
these financial statements

As at March 31, 2010

Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario
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Statement of Changes in Net Assets

The accompanying notes 
form an integral part of 
these financial statements

For the year ended March 31 2010



Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario

Statement of Operations
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The accompanying notes 
form an integral part of 
these financial statements

For the year ended March 31 2010

Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario



Statement of Cash Flows

The accompanying notes form an integral part of these financial statements
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The accompanying notes 
form an integral part of 
these financial statements

For the year ended March 31 2010



Notes to Financial Statements
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March 31, 2010

Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario
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March 31, 2010

Notes to Financial Statements



Notes to Financial Statements
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March 31, 2010

Vintner’s Quality Alliance Ontario



Ken Douglas  (9 of 9)

Thirteenth Street Winery

President and Chair, VQA Ontario

Brian Schmidt  (8 of 9)

Vineland Estates Winery

Vice-Chair, VQA Ontario

Paul Speck (8 of 9)

Henry of Pelham Family Estate Winery 

Secretary, VQA Ontario

Newman Smith  (9 of 9)

Strewn Inc.

Treasurer, VQA Ontario

Greg Berti  (8 of 9)

Andrew Peller Ltd.

Past-Chair, VQA Ontario

Staff and Statutory Appointments
Laurie Macdonald 

Executive Director

Barbara Dodds 

Executive Assistant and VQA Inspector

Susan Piovesan 

VQA Inspector

Board of Directors

Jim Clark (4 of 6) 

Colio Estates Winery

Tony Elenis  (5 of 9)

Ontario Restaurant, Hotel and Motel Association 

Kevin Watson  (7 of 8)

Grape Growers of Ontario

Norman Hardie  (5 of 9)

Hardie Wines

Keith Bown (4 of 5)

Vincor Canada 

Bill Redelmeier (6 of 6) 

Southbrook Vineyards

Walter Schmoranz  (6 of 9)

Pelee Island Winery

Mary Shenstone  (9 of 9)

Ontario Ministry of Intergovernmental Affairs

Attendance at Board meetings: 

9 Board meetings were held in 2009-2010.  The number of meetings attended by each Director is shown in 

brackets beside his or her name.  Some Directors began their terms on the Board after the beginning of the year 

and number of meetings held within their term is noted.       

Photo Credits:  Steven Elphick’s passion for wine and food translates itself into food, landscape and  
beverage photographs with a core of truth and beauty.  He has been judging wine  
professionally since 1988. 

 www.stevenelphick.com

Design:  www.richardsdesign.ca
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