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Four Seasons

Who We Are
VQA Ontario is Ontario’s wine authority that

Vision

regulates Ontario’s wines of origin and the

Consumers will use Ontario’s VQA appellations
as their guide to buying authentic wines of origin
and quality.

Act of Ontario. It exercises delegated authority
from the Province of Ontario to ensure label integrity that allows consumers to identify wines of

Mission

origin made entirely from Ontario grown grapes.
VQA Ontario is committed to working with and
on behalf of consumers and its stakeholders in

Communicate the VQA assurance of origin and
authenticity to consumers.

industry and government to promote a better
awareness of Ontario’s wine regions and wines

Strategic goals

of origin.

Origin, quality, authenticity
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Organizational Values
Transparency and Fairness

Firmness and Responsibility

VQA Ontario will carry out its statutory authority with

VQA Ontario will discharge its regulatory responsibilities

ethical standards.

are not misused and consumers can rely on label integrity
for all VQA wines.

Responsiveness and
Communications

Accountability
VQA Ontario will be accountable for its decisions

its members and the public access to information and
timely responses to inquiries. It will adopt and implement

VQA Ontario Board of Directors
Nominating Committee
Finance and Audit Committee

Committee

Winery Members Input

Inspectors and

Message from the Chair
based on origin and that appellation plays a more signifsurprised at how each year brings a list of

is especially important to Canadian wine drinkers who
are and want to be proud supporters of the local team.
the integrity of an industry-wide standard. VQA Ontario
issued a short booklet in early 2016, highlighting the

Grape Industry Performance Study”.

We also heard from wineries that there is a need to

On top of all this, the weather continues to throw the

reach trade and consumers directly with a simple
message about VQA. Competition for hearts and

our appellations. Unfortunately, neither I nor VQA can
do much about the weather except join you in wondering

communicating how the VQA appellation system adds
that explain VQA and how to interpret a VQA wine label.

by making sure that there is a common understanding
within the industry of what a VQA label means, what VQA
Many, many people contribute to making VQA work

consumers. In October 2015, we welcomed Katherina
-

welcome Paul Kassebaum and Martin Werner as new
Directors to the Board last summer and I look forward

In short our message is:

to working with them both. I also want to especially

all aspects of what we do (or should do!). We really
you can trust that the wine is 100% authentic Ontario
wine of origin.

Brian Schmidt
President and Chair
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Taste the Place
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Operations
Executive Director’s Report
On the operational side, VQA Ontario’s
and I look forward to working through these processes
to keep the regulations up to date.
participating in the VQA system grew to

ment-Industry Steering Committee, VQA Ontario

crop in recent years. Wine statistics and

funded by OMAFRA through the Ontario Wine and

performance measures can be found
later in this report.
wineries and grape growers. Information is presented
of tourism and hospitality. We hope this becomes a

winemaking practices within Ontario and between
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Vintners Quality Alliance Ontario

As highlighted in the Chair’s message, we will be
can administer low risk regulations more nimbly than

our winery members and all partners in what we do
will be looking to expand our contacts beyond the
technical side of our wineries and encourage all of you
in management, marketing, retail and other areas to

feedback and support from wineries and all of our other
stakeholders. It is your appellation system and your

than doubled and the success rate of these applications
and higher.

Executive Director
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Vintage Report 2015
Conditions

Harvest

and often record-breaking in 2015. It was unusually
cold and dry in January followed by a brutally cold

few rainy spells to work around in October but the

February that brought more snow than normal and
picking schedules.
Mean temperatures were about 8 degrees below
normal for February and most regions experienced
below freezing temperatures for the entire month.

moderately less than normal and is expected to be

March continued to be colder than normal resulting in a
lot of anxiety about potential crop damage. Although
in January and February 2015 resulted in markedly
weather swings resumed with an exceptionally wet
than full production in Niagara Peninsula and Prince
expected to be in short supply.
conditions with few major storms and sunny warm
weather in all appellations. Niagara was slightly drier
September weather settled nicely into warm beautiful

Warmer than normal weather continued through
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are grown. Natural conditions set the stage for the wines
grapes show that production is likely to increase
grapes they grow.

tonnes in 2014.
-

Wine Expectations
2015 was a year of unusual and unpredictable weather
of wine of origin – its connection to the climate and
grape growing conditions of the place where the grapes

Summer mornings –
vines opening up to the warmth of the rising
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Goals and Activities
Performance goals

Activity Highlights

Quality

10 new member wineries

Maintaining quality standards continues to be an
important part of VQA Ontario’s mandate. In addition
to enforcing standards, VQA Ontario runs two programs
to support and encourage wineries to pursue the best
quality outcomes possible and exceed minimum standards. Winemakers Forums, held in all wine regions,

Membership

best practices in an informal setting and discuss tech-

161 wineries were registered as participants in the VQA

niques that are especially successful in Ontario’s unique
an analysis of outcomes at the VQA tasting panel that

wines) 21 medium class wineries (sales of 100,000 to

-

(sales of up to 100,000 litres of VQA wines).

two programs often work together with information

Regular member communications included newsletters
at the Winemakers Forums. VQA Ontario continues to
work with the Cool Climate Oenology and Viticulture

Product Approvals
were processed. Each wine must successfully complete

Inspections and Audits
182 routine audits were conducted during 2015 –

member was subject to an on-site audit at a 6 to 12
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In addition, 140 random inspections were completed at the
ance with VQA packaging and labelling regulations. As a
result of audits and inspections, follow up was conducted

Communications
VQA Ontario participated in and supported a number
of programs aimed at informing members, the public,
consumers and industry groups about VQA
appellations of origin, quality standards and the

Enforcement

VQA Ontario: Supporting 15 years of Ontario wine
industry growth

orders in relation to wineries using regulated terms withstipulated time.

Trade and Export Development
required by the European Union as a condition of access to

VQA Ontario continued to take part in discussions to
promote recognition and acceptance of the VQA appella-

aimed at streamlining import testing procedures among
wine trading countries and combatting counterfeiting.

members, and the promotion of a VQA rack card,
designed to be used by winery retail stores. Focus
on communication has increased substantially with

Ontario continued to support the marketing
with a $250,000 contribution.

Statistics
VQA Wine Production

Production summary

Table Wine
Icewine
Sparkling
Late Harvest
Other

1558
117
78
27
23

(9L cases)

(volume)

2,073,267
87,076
60,738
12,232
7,780

-16%
-16%
-12%
-52%
-21%

Lazy summer afternoons –

Vintners Quality Alliance Ontario

25,700
4,500
750
220
100

Regional and Varietal Production
Appellations
at least 85% content from the stated appellation. Wines labelled with one of the ten sub-appellations of the Niagara
Peninsula must contain 100% content from the stated sub-appellation. Production by appellation remained fairly steady
but the proportion of wines labelled with the general Ontario origin increased slightly from 26% to 28%.

Appellations
Niagara Peninsula
Ontario
Sub-appellations of Niagara
Lake Erie North Shore
Prince Edward County

1,271,485
627,478
300,987
11,938
29,205

57%
28%
13%
1%
1%

Grape varieties used in all VQA wines (Total of 47 different varietals)

Riesling
Cabernet Franc
Chardonnay
Cabernet Sauvignon
Merlot
Vidal Blanc
Pinot Noir
Pinot Gris/Pinot Grigio
Gamay Noir
Baco Noir
Sauvignon Blanc
Gewürztraminer
Syrah
Other
Red grape varieties used in all VQA wines – 54%
White grape varieties used in all VQA wines – 46%

(by volume)
18.0%
14.2%
13.8%
9.1%
8.3%
7.5%
5.9%
5.9%
3.7%
3.4%
3.2%
2.9%
1.1%
3%

Just over half of production is
sourced from the four grape
varieties, Riesling, Cabernet Franc,
Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon. Cabernet Sauvignon has
moved into the top four, replacing
Merlot. Cabernet Franc has also
moved up in the list from third most
popular by volume to second.

Table wines

White (49%)

Varietal

8,892,414

988,046

359,342

39,927

Varietal

7,493,118

832,569

Non-varietal

1,202,678

133,631

Varietal

343,029

38,114

Non-varietal

368,809

40,979

Non-varietal

Red (47%)

Rosé (4%)

Vintners Quality Alliance Ontario

Popular single-varietal table wines

White

Chardonnay

2,291,084

254,565

Riesling

2,146,775

238,531

Pinot Gris/Pinot Grigio

1,232,281

136,920

582,005

64,667

Sauvignon Blanc

Red

Cabernet Franc

1,091,903

121,323

Merlot

902,034

100,226

Pinot Noir

865,584

96,176

Baco Noir

560,210

62,246
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Icewine

Vidal Blanc

536,735

59,637

Cabernet Franc

107,499

11,944

Riesling

79,135

8,793

Cabernet Sauvignon

42,182

4,687

Gewurztraminer

8,367

930

Others

9,766

1,080

546,642

60,738

Other Wines

and Vin de Cure
Sparkling wines

Autumn colours –

18

Vintners Quality Alliance Ontario

VQA Ontario Wine Sales
Year ending March 31, 2016
By Volume
(2016)

(2015)

Winery Retail

5,698,955

5,560,975

+2.5

Licensees

3,868,764

3,478,268

+11.2

LCBO (shipped)

8,287,375

7,340,259

+12.9

Farmers Markets

73,650

62,392

+18.0

Other Provinces

537,929

520,298

+3.4

1,059,014

898,107

+17.9

Export and Miscellaneous

By Retail Value
(2016)
Winery Retail
Licensees

140,283,811

(2015)
130,004,230

+7.9

62,759,962

55,522,571

+13.0

124,431,237

116,578,778

+6.7

Farmers Markets

1,642,944

1,451,371

+13.2

Other Provinces

11,611,137

10,467,476

+10.9

Export and Miscellaneous

49,822,931

Not reported

n/a

LCBO (shipped)
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VQA Wine Testing and
Approval Process

quality standards and is labelled according to VQA regulations.

successfully completed all components of this process can a

terms and descriptions. A range of inspection and audit programs
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Activities

Performance Measures
Percentage of audits completed with

Percentage of wines found to be compliant

Performance Measures
Percentage of wines found to be compliant

Percentage of wines found to be compliant upon
random chemical analysis – 100%

consumer market. Winery compliance with correction
requests is excellent and few infractions require enforce-

Online query and reporting system uptime –

Financial Summary
VQA Ontario is funded by its member wineries through

Compliance and Enforcement
VQA Ontario enforces compliance with the VQA Act
and regulations as its primary mandate. In addition
process, the regulatory process includes monitoring
testing, and regular audits and inspections related
to wine origin and content, wine making processes,
ensure that the wine meets the technical standards, the
label complies with the regulations and that the wine
receipt of funding from OMAFRA to conduct the Wine

Activities

funds for general use, capital and intangible assets, and

Full on-site audits - 182
Retail store inspections - 140

Charges laid – 0
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Financial Statements
For the year ended March 31, 2016
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Statement of Financial Position
As at March 31, 2016

The accompanying notes
form an integral part of

Statement of Changes in Net Assets
For the year ended
March 31, 2016

The accompanying notes
form an integral part of
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Statement of Operations
For the year ended
March 31, 2016

The accompanying notes
form an integral part of

Statement of Cash Flows
For the year ended
March 31, 2016

The accompanying notes
form an integral part of

Winter nights –
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Notes to Financial Statements
March 31, 2016
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Notes to Financial Statements
March 31, 2016
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Notes to Financial Statements
March 31, 2016
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Notes to Financial Statements
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